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program as soon as the demands of their lives

allow. Persistence is a continuing learning process

that lasts until an adult student meets his or her

educational goal.”
(Comings, 1999)




11,000 students annually
99 % Hispanic/Latino
1 % Other

5,000 students attend ESL classes




paired scores.

« ESL students did not persist long enough at

WAAE to obtain paired CASAS scores.
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of instruction”

(Comings, J.P., Parrella, A., & Soricone, L., 1999)




Included valuable tools and strategies to

produce the greatest persistence.

(Comings et al, 1999)




(Quigley, 1998)




» Increase CASAS paired scores
» |Increase the number of returning students




eStop Out Forms

eSchool Tour and Staff Introductions

*Program Offerings




First and Last Name:

Address:

State:
Home Phone Number: (
Cell Phone Number: ( )

| am “stopping out” of school because:
Estoy dejando la escuela porque:
1. | have a job. | will return to school on

Day Year
Tengo un nuevo trabajo. Regresé a la escuela

dia ano

2. | am moving to

Estoy mudando a

3. | am going on vacation. | will be back to school on

Month Day Year

Voy de vacaciones. Regresé a la escuela
dia afo

4, | have family problems and need to be home until

Month Day Year
Tengo problemas en mi familia. Necesito quedar en casa hasta

5. Other/Otra razén

Do you want your teacher to contact you at home?



ESL Orientation Curriculum

CASAS Exam — How to Bubble

([
4B

Norma and Marco are brother and sister. Norma is nineteen years old. Marco is 18 years
old. They study English at Watsonville/Aptos Adult Education. They are going to take the

CASAS exam. Practice Exam

CASAS Exam

Answer Sheet
1. Maria Garcia needs to buy chicken, CASAS Exam
strawberries and milk.
What does Maria need to buy? 1. o) o) o) o)
A. chicken A B C D
B. fish
C. eggs 2. o o o o
D. Tuna A B C D

2. Luz Martinez works in a store Monday to
Saturday.

Which days does Luz work?

A. Saturday and Sunday

B. Monday to Saturday

C. Sundays only

D. Monday through Friday




* The control group consisted of the same number
of students with similar demographics during the
same three week period.
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RESULTS

Comparison of Average Hours per student for
ESL Orientation & Control Group
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RESULTS
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Percentage of CASAS Paired Scores
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RESULTS

Students Completing Paired CASAS Scores
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RESULTS

CASAS Point Gain Difference between
ESL Orientation Class & Control Group
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RESULTS
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* the hours for an orientation varied

 administration of CASAS exams varied

* hours of attendance as related to persistence




anguage, objectives, information,

schedules, organization, and classroom

procedures.”




a new system.”

“Students were more organized and they seemed

to know what to do and how to do it.”




orientation students. They are the ones

who have the best attendance.”




order to enter school. | like English; | like the

security that | have when | am in the class.”




The orientation made their transition into their

regular classes easier and they didn't feel lost.




Orientation class prior to entering ESL classes.

* All entering students complete a pre-CASAS

exam at time of registration.

 Familiarize the staff to the orientation curriculum




« Cohort presented results and curriculum best

practices at various conferences and schools




Thanks to all of those who contributed to this
project and supported the research team.

A special thanks to
Dr. Marty Krovitz and Bob Harper.




Action Research Project
Condensed




