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Lal Schoeol Setting

Classes are a regular part off Portland Community.
College (PCC) and thelr Adult ESL program

PSU site in dewntown location, clese to public
transportation, convenient for ESOL students

Two dedicated classrooms equipped with 6 celling
MICrophenes

Adjeining ehservation/technology reom

Adjacent research/practitioner office space
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Structure of the Lab School

Paired classes facilitate random assignment of students
to experimental and control classes

Digitall recording ofi classrooms allows for detailed coding
and analysis ofi second language acquisition and

pedagogy

Customi soitware allows; researchers and practitioners to
select and! stream acroess the Web examples of second
language acquisition and classroon practices



Lab School Data Sources

Classroom data Administrative data
s Experimental = Advancement

s Observational = Hours of istruction
s Teacher reflections m| Persistence

Labsite Student Study,

m Standardized
assessments

n Yearly in-home
Interviews

x Video sample



A modified Sustained Silent
[Reading program in keginning
adult ESOL classes

Part 1 —the reading
experiment:
methedelogy ana
findings (55 minutes)
Question/answer (10
minutes)

Part 2 — reflections

and Implications (35
minutes)

Question/answer (10
minutes)

<15 minute break>
Discussion



A modified Sustained Silent
Reading pregram in beginning adult
ESOL classes

Wy an experment?

WY 117/5 experiment?



A modified Sustained Silent

Reading pregram in beginning adult
ESOL classes

Prractitioner/researchners

Students

Design — Experimental and Contrel greups
Assessment measures



Subjects: students

A=182 (expernmental + control)

Portland Community College’s Levels A &
B -- beginning-level (SPL 0-3) adult ESL

students

Years ofi education 0 te 19 years
AQges 17-771

Primary’ language groups — Spanish,
Vietnamese, Chinese



Student [Languages

Language_ Control group

@ Spanish
m Chinese
O Vietnamese
O Thai

m Russia

@ French

m Kurdish

0O Korea

M Arabic

m tigrinia

0O Cambodia

Language_Experimental condition

@ Spanish

m chinese

O viethames
O thai

W russian

@ French

m Afghani

O Farsee

m Portuguese
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Students” years ofi prior education
(by condition)

Years of prior
education —
Control condition

0-3 yrs 4-6 yrs 7-9yrs  10-12ys 13-15ys  16-18 19+
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Students” age distribution

Students Age Distribution

@ Control
B mSSR
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pre 1932 1933-1942 1943-1952 1953-1962 1963-1972 1973-1982 1983+
Year of birth




The reading experiment

To compare modified sustained silent reading (MSSR)
withr existing (* control®) methods of teaching reading
to beginning adult ESL learners (Levels A andi B)

Students randomly assigned te a condition and
remained In that condition fiol ene year

Paired classes (experimental, centroel)
2 levell A classes and 2 level B classes.

Two teachers alternated conditions after 6 months



Research design: the class

scheaule
Condition % % %_él'_'gn.@l g(l)l_orgmer
Modified SSR™ == EelyaVad s Eavia vz
Modified SSR [evel Bl LevellB
Traditional Level A Level A
Level B Fevel B

Traditional



Research design: the classes

Year-leng experniment (feur 10-week terms)
Two 3-heur class sessions/week (6 hours total)

Eirst 90 minutes of each class — integrated skills
Instruction as per PCC’'s curricuium

Last 60 minutes — designated treatment

(traditional reading appreach; or medified
Sustained Silent Reading)



“Experimental” condition:
Moedified Sustained Silent Reading

s student selected own reading materall Students
spent

= 30 minutes of silent reading
s Student pair: oral “post-reading activity”
x Students completed a reading leg



“Control” condition: Existing
Instructionall practices

s Reading materals selected by the teachen

s Pre-reading typically imcluded:

Schema activation exercises

Structure, vocabulany, & phonIcs eEXercises
x Silent and/er choral reading

s Reading fellew-up typically included:
Comprehension checking activities
An application te the learners’ own lives
Writing (e.g. response journals)



Video clijps



Lab School Data Sources

Classreom data Administrative data
s Experimental n AGVanRcement

s Observational m HOUKS OfF Instrciion
m Reflective m Persistence

Labsite Student: Study,

a Standardized
assessments

n Yearly in-home
Interviews

x Video sample



Results - Administrative data

IHoW: leng students; stayed in the
pregrami (persistence)

The highest levellachieved by each
student (advancement)

The hours of classroom Instruction



PCC program features

Eour level adult ESOL program (A-D)
m Serves SPL 1-6' (CASAS listening 180-235)

= Multiple sitesiat which students can attend day and
evening classes

s Year-round programi off 4 ten-week guarters

Placement & advancement

s New students are placeadl based en CASAS Survival
skillsilistening| test

= Students are advanced to the next program level
pased on Instructor assessment of student:
Performance ofi course outcomes



Results:
NUumbber off guarters attended

Students 1| this; expernment started in the
lowest ofi the twe levels of Instruction

mlLevel A
mlevel'B



How leng students stayed
In ESL classes

(I.e. persistence)
NGO statisticall difference between the two
conditions

Students stayed In classes abouit the same
AUMBEr of guarters (— 1-2 guarters)



Results:
Highest level attained

(I"e. advancement)

At the endl of each guarter, students either:
1. Quit'the program
2. Stayed In the same level
5. Advanced a level

18 months afiter the start of the expernment,
students coeuld have completed up to: Six
guarters ofi ESL courses and had' the

potential to move through the ESL program
and inte the highest level




Results:
Highest level attained

(I"e. advancement)

Again, o statistical difference in highest
level attained

Range: of classes te which students
advanced similar acroess, conditions

Participation In experment neither
Impeded nor enhianced students
advancement threughi the PCC pregram



Results: Hours of instruction

NGO statistical difference: between the: two

conditions
Average — 60rhours of instruction for boeth

conditions



Results (ferthcoming)
Lapsite Student Study.
TESOL 2005

Heow: muchilanguage development each
student experienced

s IS/ being assessed through annuall in-home
Interviews (ILSS).  Second Interviews
completed by December 31, 2004.

ASSessments on vecakulary, oral language and
literacy



Questions/ANSWErs



Reflections -- Deminigue

he advantage of goeing first: designing
the Intervention

Sense oft GWRership

Py 2nd term, ehservations pointed eut te
weaknesses off SSR for low level readers.

Concept of “package’

the 3rd and 4th term were: control
condition “package”



Audio file - Deminigue



Reflections -- Sandra

Pluses' and minuses: of going second

Effects on Instruction and classroom
community

Changes In beliefs abouit nature of
teaching



Audio file - Sandra



Implications - research

Impesition: off experimental design; changes the
contrel condition Inte; an; experiment as, well

[Despite constant moeniterng eff experimental
design;, Implementation Inconsistent even in the
PEest off laboeratery enviroRmMents

eaching and learning as;a transfiormative
ProOcess



Implications -- practice

Althentic context fierr practice of reading
skillsi learned! in’ class

Quiet, structured time to read

Oppoertunity. fer Interaction: and leaming
firom seli=selected text

Post-rreading shaiing prevides discourse
practice In *authentic* setting
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